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CLAIMS 

1 l. A method for tracking features of a device, the device having at least a 

2 first feature, the first feature exhibiting at least a first mode and a second mode of 

3 operation, in the first mode, the functionality of the first feature is disabled and, in the 

4 second mode, the functionality of the first feature is enabled, the method comprising: 

5 collecting information regarding the intended use of the first feature by a user; 

6 and 

7 if the collected information indicates that the user intends to use the first 

8 feature, providing information that corresponds to the device such that the device 

9 exhibits the second mode of operation, thereby enabling the functionality of the first 

10 feature. 

1 2. The method of claim 1, wherein, in the first mode of operation, 

2 information associated with the device is stored in a compressed state and the second 

3 mode of operation, information associated with the device is stored in a decompressed 

4 state. 



1 3. The method of claim 1 , wherein providing information comprises: 

2 sending an instruction to the device, the instruction being configured to switch 

3 the mode of the first feature from the first mode to the second mode. 

1 4. The method of claim 3, wherein the instruction is further configured to 

2 switch the mode of at least the first feature without switching modes of other features. 
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1 5. The method of claim 1 , wherein collecting information comprises: 

2 establishing a communication link; and 

3 receiving the information via the communication link. 

1 6. The method of claim 5, wherein the communication link is established 

2 by the device. 

1 7. The method of claim 5, wherein the communication link is established 

2 by a second device in communication with the device. 

1 8. The method of claim 1, wherein the device is a printer. 

1 9. A system for tracking features of a device, the device having at least a 

2 first feature, the first feature exhibiting at least a first mode and a second mode of 

3 operation, in the first mode, the functionality of the first feature is disabled and in the 

4 second mode, the functionality of the first feature is enabled, the system comprising: 

5 an information system configured to collect information regarding the intended 

6 use of the first feature by a user, the information system further configured to provide 

7 information that corresponds to the device such that the device exhibits the second 

8 mode of operation, provided the collected information indicates that the user intends 

9 to use the first feature, thereby enabling the functionality of the first feature. 
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1 10. The system of claim 9, wherein the information system comprises: 

2 means for automatically receiving the information regarding the intended use 

3 of the first feature; 

4 means for automatically collecting the information received; and 

5 means for automatically sending information that corresponds to the device 

6 such that the device exhibits the second mode of operation of the first feature, 

7 provided the collected information indicates that the user intends to use the first 

8 feature, thereby enabling the functionality of the first feature. 



1 11. The system of claim 10, wherein the information system further 

2 comprises: 

3 means for analyzing the collected information. 

1 12. The system of claim 9, wherein the device is a printer. 
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1 13. A features tracking system comprising: 

2 a device having at least a first feature, the first feature exhibiting at least a first 

3 mode and a second mode of operation, in the first mode, the functionality of the first 

4 feature is disabled and, in the second mode, the functionality of the first feature is 

5 enabled, the device being further configured to receive an instruction capable of 

6 switching the mode of the first feature; 



7 programmable logic corresponding to at least the first feature; 

8 a first nonvolatile memory element containing the programmable logic; and 

9 a second nonvolatile memory element configured to contain information 
10 exhibiting the mode in which the first feature is operating. 

1 14. The system of claim 13, wherein the first feature is disabled when the 

2 programmable logic corresponding to the first feature is in a compressed state and 

3 enabled when the programmable logic corresponding to the first feature is in a 

4 decompressed state. 



1 15. The system of claim 1 3 , wherein the first nonvolatile memory is 

2 housed within the device. 

1 16. The system of claim 13, wherein the second nonvolatile memory 

2 element is housed within the device. 

1 17. The system of claim 13, further comprising: 

2 a second device configured to communicate with the first device. 
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1 18. The system of claim 17, wherein the first nonvolatile memory element 

2 is housed within the second device, the first nonvolatile memory element containing 

3 the programmable corresponding to at least the first feature of the first device. 

1 19. The system of claim 1 7, wherein the second nonvolatile memory 

2 element is housed within the second device, the second nonvolatile memory element 

3 being configured to contain information exhibiting the modes in which the features 

4 are operating. 

1 20. The system of claim 13, wherein the device is a printer. 
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